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from our pastor Fr. Rask 

In Christ, 

At Mass one Sunday, a young worshiper was reluctant to put his contribution into the 
collection plate when it came by. His mother whispered to him, “You have to, it’s taint-
ed.” Her son dropped his contribution in immediately but said, “You mean that all this 
money is dirty?” “No,” said his mother, “‘taint yours, ‘taint mine, ‘tis God’s.” In October 
at St. Odilia we take time to consider, and pray about stewardship, our response as disciples of Jesus to the 
Gospel. Many only hear the ask for money when they hear the word “stewardship,” but the concept is so 
much more because it embraces the whole of our spiritual life. We are called by God to be conduits for our 
blessings in order to make a richer life for all. Stewardship of God’s gifts gives us purpose and makes us fully 
human, and the parish provides the framework and the outlets for this to happen. 
 
These past six months stewardship has been on full display at St. Odilia. Through it all we have remained a 
missionary church – we found new ways to connect.  As we had to stay at home during the early weeks of 
the pandemic, phone calls were made to every parish household, we reached out to our neighbors and  
elderly, and most importantly, we prayed for each other as we learned together how to adapt to new  
challenges.  
 
We provided our ministry in safe environments and you have participated by continuing to faithfully  
worship in the forms that were offered. We’ve adapted our skills to provide Mass online, distance-learning, 
and create virtual events such as Bloom. You have shared your talents by the sewing and sharing of masks. 
You have volunteered to usher, lector, and even helped clean the church to provide a safe environment as 
we have returned to on-site Mass. We move forward planning for our fall ministry offerings, which include 
plans for back-to-school for our Catholic school families and faith formation programming for our public 
school families. Fall Festival is even going “virtual”!  I invite you to participate in the online “silent” auction, 
raffle and quilt drawing, while you and your family enjoy a virtual performance by the Backyard Band on 
Sunday, September 13! We are so grateful for all the volunteer hours that go into making all of these things 
possible. 
 
This community has continued its support of the Sunday offertory by dropping your contribution at Mass, 
mailing in contribution envelopes and making donations through our new online giving portal.  Your  
continued support is vital to our ability to continue our ministry work. Our outreach has increased to  
support those in great need with your donations of food and gas cards, contributions to the Charity Fund, 
Food Shelves, Listening House, St. Vincent de Paul Thrift Store and more. 
 
Prayer, Participation, and Generosity, these three have made St. Odilia the active, vibrant parish it is.    
We need all three. This autumn, we are inviting parishioners and friends to prayerfully reflect on how you 
are able to generously share your gifts with this community of faith. Our tradition has been - and our future 
will be positively shaped by your intentional and generous commitment to live as stewards and missionary 
disciples.  
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Celebrating 60 Years of Stewardship 

 Celebrating 60 Years of Stewardship –  
 Being our Lord’s Disciples through Prayer,  
 Participation and Generosity 

 By Nancy Diekmann & Ramona Michaels 

 

 
Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap  

generously.  2 Corinthians 9:6 
 
As we approach our annual season of stewardship renewal, it is a good time to reflect on all God has given us. Perhaps 
the COVID-19 pandemic, has given you cause for reflection on the importance of faith in everyday life. Having what we 
love threatened is a reminder to assess whether we are living our lives aligned to what we truly value. I think most  
everyone would agree that 2020 (so far) has been a year that no one could have predicted.  
 
The Catholic Community of St. Odilia had been looking forward to 2020 as a year to recognize and celebrate 60 years as 
a Parish. In 1960, the parish started with 213 charter member households. These parishioners, their families, and all 
those who have come since have all played a stewardship role in helping to build St. Odilia Church and St. Odilia School. 
They implemented parish groups such as the Men’s Club, CCW, and the Knights of Columbus. Hundreds have participat-
ed in ministries of worship, pastoral care and social justice. They came together at community celebrations such as the 
Fall Festival, Parish Musical, Ice Cream Social, Trunk or Treat, and Night Club, modeling behavior as good stewards of all 
they were given. 
 
We owe a debt to those who had the vision and commitment to make this such a special community. Especially to the 
Charter Members, 74 of which are still active at St. Odilia. You took a bold step, standing together to form a new parish.  
 
As we prepare for renewing our stewardship commitment, let’s remember that we are blessed to have been given so 
much in these past 60 years.  When we think about what stewardship means to each of us, discern how we should  
return to God that with which he has blessed us. Realize it is important to continue to invest in our parish to sustain the 
good works of St. Odilia.  
 
As a parish of good stewards, are we a prayerful, welcoming, community with a common vision that God is the source of 
all?  Are we committed to furthering the Word and work of Christ by caring for each other and all of God’s creation? In 
gratitude, do we joyfully give back a portion of our God-given gifts through Prayer, Participation and Generosity? Can we 
increase our commitment?  
 
We’ll be able to reflect more on stewardship in October during the Stewardship Renewal Drive:  
 

  Weekend 1: October 10/11 - Celebrating Stewardship - Kickoff - Fr. Fitzpatrick’s Stewardship Message 
 Weekend 2: October 17/18 – Generosity – Funding our parish community for the next 60 years. 
 Weekend 3: October 24/25 – Participation - 60 ways to get involved in parish ministries. 
 Weekend 4: October 30/Nov 1 (All Saints Day) – Prayer – Uniting the community through our  

relationship with God. 
 Weekend 5: Nov 7/8 – Commitment and Blessing Weekend – Committing to a Stewardship Way of Life 

 
Stay tuned for more information.   

Thanks for your ongoing Prayers, Participation and Generosity!  
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St. Odilia Celebrates 2020 Endowment Fund Distribution  

and New Benefactors 

 

We are pleased to announce the 2020 distribution from the St. Odilia Endowment Funds totaling $79,300.00, which will 

benefit multiple ministries of the Catholic Community of St. Odilia during this fiscal year. The St. Odilia School Endow-

ment Fund distribution of $18,300.00 will provide for tuition assistance, programs and expenses directly related to  

St. Odilia School. $61,000.00 from the St. Odilia Endowment Fund distribution will provide financial support for multiple 

ministries of the parish such as worship, social justice, school, and pastoral care as well as tuition scholarships for faith 

formation programs. This year’s grant process was suspended to allow the Endowment Funds’ distribution to be  

allocated where the need is greatest as the parish navigates through these unprecedented times. 
 

Every year, the parish recognizes past and new benefactors of The St. Odilia Endowment Funds at an Evening of Thanks 

and Recognition usually held in September. Unfortunately, due to safety concerns arising from the pandemic, this year’s 

event has been cancelled. We are grateful to Endowment Fund benefactors and donors who share confidence in our  

mission and whose generosity is vital to providing financial resources that support the Catholic Community of St. Odilia. 

In addition to more than 500 current benefactors, the St. Odilia Endowment Fund Advisory Committee takes this  

opportunity to say THANK YOU to three new anonymous benefactors and the following contributors who have become 

benefactors or made honorary gifts in the last year: 

In Memory of Christopher Lawrence Campion 
Dan, Bridget, & Brenna Healy 
Dennis and Kathleen Heinze 
Richard and Nicole Kingston 

Frank* and Marilyn Nogai 
In Memory of Charles Pilon  

In Recognition of Brian Ragatz, School Principal 2013-2020 
In Memory of Duane Rivard 
Thomas and Karen Sullivan 

Steven and Barbara Zawadski 
 

Make a Special Contribution to Benefit our Endowment Funds in September 

In September, contributions through the monthly green envelope are designated to support the St. Odilia Endowment 

Funds. Now more than ever this permanent, self-sustaining source of funding helps to provide the financial stability  

necessary to support our ministries during these uncertain times. While donations of $1,000.00 or more receive benefac-

tor status, donations of any amount are valued and appreciated. You can contribute through an online gift by visiting our 

website at www.stodilia.org and click on the Give Online tab or by making a check out to St. Odilia Endowment Fund OR 

St. Odilia School Endowment Fund and specify the sub-fund in the memo line.   If you would like additional information 

about our Parish Endowments please contact endowmentfund@stodilia.org or call 651 415-3350 for assistance.  

http://www.stodilia.org
mailto:endowmentfund@stodilia.org
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The St. Odilia Endowment Fund says Thank You to Jim Lethert 
 

Due to Covid-19 pandemic, the Endowment Fund  
Annual Evening of Thanks & Recognition (usually held 
in September) has been cancelled, but the Endow-
ment Fund Advisory Committee did not want to post-
pone acknowledging the significant contribution of 
Jim Lethert to the St. Odilia Endowment Funds as well 
as to the Catholic Community of St. Odilia.  
 
In 1987, Establishing and maintaining an Endowment 
Fund was a new and complicated endeavor because it 
involved multiple responsibilities including fund  
raising, investing wisdom, legal issues and tax implica-
tions. Jim served on the first advisory committee and 
acted as its first lay chairperson until 1997. He contin-
ued on the committee until 2019, completing 32 
years of service. 
 
Jim's legal background served the committee well in creating the fund's originating documents as well as 
amendments over the years. As a practicing lawyer with expertise in banking, trusts, power of attorney and 
more, he offered his services freely to benefit the endowment. Roger Toogood, former chairperson and mem-
ber of the Endowment Fund Advisory Committee, shared “Jim brought wisdom, knowledge, and leadership 
that helped chart a course of success for a concept that was new to most parishes. As a committee member, he 
was always creative, supportive, hard-working, and understanding. The parish has been eternally blessed 
through his 32 years of dedication.”  
 
You may know Jim from his “Endowment Fund Weekend” Mass presentations that always involved a strong 
visual message to help people understand how Endowments work along with education and humor to make 
the information memorable. Jim Donnelly shared, "He always breezed through the Powerpoint presentations 
in a snappy sort of way that engaged the congregation and illustrated the many ways our parish benefits from 
the Endowment Fund."   
 
Jim wore many hats as former chairperson, legal advisor, spokesperson, benefactor, author, volunteer fund-
raiser and true friend of the St. Odilia Endowment Funds. Ramona Michaels, St. Odilia Development Coordina-
tor, comments “I respected Jim’s common-sense approach as he performed every duty with the utmost profes-
sionalism that gave the Endowment Funds a reputation as a secure, effective means to support the present and 
future of the Catholic Community of St. Odilia. His contributions are key and immeasurable to the success of 
these funds and his legacy of philanthropy at St. Odilia. “ 
 
We owe Jim a debt of gratitude for his generous spirit – he is a true example of what Stewardship means. Paul 
Johnson, current Chairperson of the St. Odilia Endowment Fund Committee stated, “On behalf of the St. Odilia 
Endowment Advisory Committee, our donors and benefactors and the entire St. Odilia community, we say 
Bless you, Jim Lethert, for your years of invaluable service. Job well done. Thank you Jim!” 

Jim and Anne Lethert attending a previous  

Endowment Fund event. 
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Principal Appreciation Gift Supports the  
St. Odilia School Endowment Fund 

 

In June, St. Odilia School said goodbye to 

Brian Ragatz, school principal from 2013 through June of this year, as he began his new 

position as president at the Catholic Schools Center of Excellence (CSCOE). During his time 

here, Brian poured his love and energy into St. Odilia School, helping it to become the 

strong and successful learning environment it is today. As a way to say thank you to Brian 

for all he has done to continue the strong tradition of Catholic education at St. Odilia 

School, contributions of $3,445 were collected to benefit the Connor Anderson School 

Scholarship Fund, a sub-fund of the St. Odilia School Endowment Fund. Since its inception 

the Connor Anderson Fund has provided almost $55,000 in tuition assistance for families 

who desire a Catholic education at St. Odilia School. The School Endowment Fund has provided over $220,000 in addi-

tional distributions for equipment and improvements such as classroom projectors, smart boards, technology upgrades, 

and building security improvements. 

To recognize Brian’s service to St. Odilia School and the generosity of those who contributed to the Connor Anderson 

Scholarship Fund in his name, the following nameplate has been added to the St. Odilia Endowment Fund wall display in 

the back of St. Odilia Church: 

In Recognition of Brian Ragatz 

School Principal 2013-2020 

If you would like information about the St. Odilia School Endowment Fund or the Connor Anderson School Scholarship 

Fund, please contact endowmentfund@stodilia.org or call 651 415-3350 for assistance.  

MINNESOTA CATHOLIC RELIEF FUND 

When the COVID-19 pandemic hit, all corners of the economy were impacted. 
Parish and school leaders found themselves working diligently to meet the 
needs of their communities while facing unprecedented challenges both finan-
cially and operationally. Additionally, many parishes are helping the individuals 
and families in their communities to meet their basic needs: housing, food, 
transportation and medical costs. 
 

In March, The Catholic Community Foundation of Minnesota established the Minnesota Catholic Relief Fund (MCRF) as a 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic with the goal of providing urgent financial relief for the parishes and Catholic 
schools most affected by the pandemic. This effort was expanded to provide direct support to our neighbors experienc-
ing displacement and distress in the wake of the unjust death of George Floyd and the resulting unrest in our communi-
ties. St. Odilia was invited to apply and subsequently received a $10,000 grant from the MCRF NEIGHBORS IN NEED 
FUND that provided monetary support to 22 families who may be undocumented or otherwise under-served and in-
need due to the recent crises. Through a $7,500 donation from the Charity Fund to the NEIGHBORS IN NEED FUND, St. 
Odilia was able to support the urgent and ongoing needs of the most vulnerable people outside of our community. 
 
In this time of shared suffering, we’re called to have hope, hold faith, and be light for others. Pope Francis provides 
sound guidance that the surest way to navigate through this storm is to row together. We invite you make a contribution 
and to learn more about the work of the Minnesota Catholic Relief Fund by visiting www.ccf-mn.org/relief/. 

mailto:endowmentfund@stodilia.org
http://www.ccf-mn.org/relief/
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Turn Your Generosity Into Lifetime Income 

If you are looking for ways to financially support the Catholic Community of St. Odilia with our mission, you should not 
have to choose between your philanthropic goals and financial security. One gift that allows you to support St. Odilia 
while receiving fixed payments for life is a Charitable Gift Annuity (CGA). St. Odilia partners with the Catholic Community 
Foundation of Minnesota (CCF) to offer this giving opportunity to you. 
 

How Do CGAs Work? 

A CGA is a contract between you and a charity (CCF). You make an irrevocable gift of cash or securities to the charity, 
and in return, the charity makes regular fixed payments to you for the rest of your life. At CCF, the minimum gift is 
$10,000. The rate is based on the size of the gift, your age, and when you want to begin receiving payments. At the time 
the gift is made and the contract created, you select the charitable beneficiary of the gift (ex: St. Odilia Endowment 
Fund). The beneficiary cannot be changed after the agreement is signed. Upon your passing, the beneficiary receives the 
remainder of the balance. Because you removed an asset from your estate to establish the annuity, you’ll likely reduce 
your estate tax liability. Plus, you can feel at peace knowing your gift will provide St. Odilia with perpetual support. 

The older you are — or the later in life you start taking the income — the higher the annuity rate. For example, a 65 year
-old could see an annual rate of 4.70%, while a 75 year-old may get 5.80%. 

Your Giving Yields More than Income 

Besides receiving income, you’ll see tax benefits from your gift. At the time of your gift, you’ll receive a partial charitable 
deduction. And, for a period of time — variable upon your age — a portion of your income will be tax free. 

 

Certificate of Deposit (CD) 

 

Charitable Gift Annuity (CGA) 

65 year-old 

$10,000 CD 

2.25% interest rate 

65 year-old 

$10,000 CGA 

4.70% annuity rate 

~$3,363 charitable deduction 

5 years later… 5 years later… 

$1,125 earned (without compounding) 

  

$2,350 in payments (without a change to the principal) 

~$1,653 — or 70% — of the payments would be tax-free income 

Upon death… Upon death… 

The value is distributed to the 

named beneficiary. 

Beneficiary receives remainder of the gift annuity. 

The information provided above by the Catholic Community Foundation of Minnesota (CCF) is general and 
educational in nature. CCF and its staff do not provide individualized legal or tax advice. We recommend you 
consult with your attorney or tax professional regarding your unique personal situation.  

Next Steps 
 For additional information on charitable gift annuities contact endowmentfund@stodilia.org or  

call 651-415-3350 for assistance.  
 Seek the advice of your financial or legal advisor. 
 If you include the Catholic Community of St. Odilia or its’ Endowment Funds in your plans, please use our  

legal name and federal tax ID.  

mailto:endowmentfund@stodilia.org
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St. Odilia School and Preschool 
 

 

 

Dear Parish Community, 

I am pleased to announce that Mrs. Vicki Marvin is the new principal of St. Odilia School.  
After a thorough search process, it was clear that she the experience and talent necessary to 
assume this important leadership position.  We are confident that she will be a great fit for 
the St. Odilia community. 
 

Mrs. Marvin has over 26 years of experience in Catholic Education and was previously the principal at St. Dominic Catholic 
School in Northfield, MN – a position that she has held for 14 years.  Prior to that, she served as principal of Holy Cross 
Catholic School in Webster, MN, and has teaching experience at both the elementary and middle school levels.  She holds 
a BA in Elementary Education from the College of Saint Benedict, an MA in Curriculum and Instruction from St. Mary’s  
University in Winona and an Education Specialist Degree (Ed. S.) from Minnesota State University in Mankato plus a K-12 
Principal's License. 
 

Mrs. Marvin will bring a wealth of knowledge, skill and experience to our parish. Her commitment to Catholic  
education is evident in her collaborative and positive relationships with staff, students and parents.  Together with Mrs. 
Nikki Giel as assistant principal, I believe we will continue to maintain the highly-talented administration team that you 
deserve as St. Odilia School continues to move forward with confidence in these uncertain times. 
 

Our community has been blessed to have Mr. Brian Ragatz at its helm for these past seven years and we look forward to 
his continued engagement as a valued member of our parent community.  Please join me in thanking and congratulating 
Brian on his new role as President of the Catholic Schools Center of Excellence (CSCOE).  We look forward to our ongoing 
partnership with CSCOE.  
 

Brian shares that he has known Mrs. Marvin for the past 13 years and that she has consistently demonstrated authentic 
care for her students, staff and families.  He describes her as a visionary leader who has the ability to connect with  
everyone she meets and to approach decision-making with grace and confidence. 
 

I am grateful for your support of our school and I look forward to working together as Mrs. Marvin leads us into the next 
chapter of our story at St. Odilia School.  Please join me in welcoming Mrs. Marvin to our community! 
 
In Christ, 

  Father Phil Rask 

Welcome to new Pre-Kindergarten teacher, Mrs. Glynnis Maki 

 
From Mrs. Maki:   
I have my BA in Family and Childhood Development. I have been an Early Childhood Educator 
for the past 30 years. I am passionate about instilling curiosity, kindness, community, leader-
ship and the excitement to learn at all ages. As a lifelong learner myself, I like to attend con-
ferences and look for ways to improve my teaching skills and bring new hands-on learning 
experiences into the classroom. When I am not in the classroom, I love being outside and 
spending time with my family. My husband Mike and I have two children, Gunnar, 22, and 
Kenzie, 18. I love all of Minnesota’s four seasons. I can be found biking, walking, hiking, 
kayaking, fishing or playing in the snow. My favorite activity is climbing on the rocks of Lake 
Superior and then looking for beach glass on the shore. I am excited to join the Preschool 

Staff at St. Odilia and look forward to working with the children and families here. 
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St. Odilia School 
Welcome to new 4th grade teacher, Mrs. Laura Bilski. 

Mrs. Bilski is a parishioner of St. Odilia and has six years of teaching experience, most recently at 
St. Charles Borromeo. She also was a Preschool Summer Aide at St. Odilia last year, so she is fa-
miliar with our community. Laura is excited to join the team as a teacher and writes to you: 

 I am excited to officially join the St. Odilia School community!  My husband and I were married 
here three years ago and I have helped in the summer preschool program the past two years. St. 
Odilia is a vibrant, nurturing community that fosters student growth and family connections. I 
look forward to joining the fourth-grade team and beginning the new school year together.  
 I earned my B. A in Elementary Education from the College of St. Benedict with a focus in Middle 
School Mathematics. I chose to spend my first year after college volunteering as a fourth grade 
teacher through Christ the King Service Corps in Detroit, Michigan. I learned many lessons as a 
teacher and a disciple of Christ that I still carry with me today. After moving back to Minnesota, I 

taught second and third grade in the southeastern part of the state.  I have spent the past three years teaching sec-
ond grade at St. Charles Borromeo School in St. Anthony. I am eager to share my love of math, reading, and owls 
with my new students and their families! 

In July, we hosted our Eighth Annual Bloom. 
The event was virtual but another huge success due to our amazing community! 

 

On July 31, we hosted our first ever virtual BLOOM Bash. Two key components made this 
event successful: generous donors and exceptional volunteers! Together with donations for 
the on-line auction, people who won the silent auction items, donors for Fund-a-Need, 
Week of Wishes donations, and challenge grant dollars from CSCOE and the Schulze Family 
Foundation, we were able to raise over $160,000! It is truly amazing and heart-filling to see 
people choose to be so generous for the kids at St. Odilia. Every dollar raised for BLOOM 
goes right back to the school and directly impacts the students. 

As you know, BLOOM would not happen without volunteers who give their time, energy, 
skills, and heart to co-ordinate an incredible event. Our co-chairs this year were Kristin 
Dacey and Erin Maki, and share a middle name: Flexible! The pair started working many 
months ago to plan an in-person event, and we all know what happened next… COVID 
became a part of our lives and everything was put on hold. After some time, thought, and 
research, the decision was made to create an in-person outdoor event. However, as we 
approached the date, we continued to evaluate and determined that a virtual event was 
the best decision for the time and situation. Within two weeks, Kristin and Erin shifted 
from the in-person event to a virtual event, and they knocked it out of the park!  

In addition, an extra special thank you to Nikki Giel for helping us  
navigate through a virtual event, but especially for putting together the 
fantastic video and helping with the communication through social  
media. Jolene Twombly and Michelle Hoemann, worked tirelessly to 
get items for our auction. Between the two of them, they brought in 
almost all of the silent auction items! Kelli Schmitz, helped with com-
munications and graphic design. Neesha Neumann, managed all of our 
sponsorships. Tracy Umezu, provided all the beautiful class 
artwork. Angie Donohoo, organized all of our class baskets. 
Jaclyn Davern, managed Week of Wishes and Great Gather-
ings, as well as provided support in many different areas. 

Finally, we want to recognize all of our sponsors and ask that you support their businesses 
that helped make our event such a success.  

Vicki Marvin (right) Principal  

and Nikki Giel, Assistant  

Principal, together with their 

husbands enjoying  Bloom  

virtually!  
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Bloom Recap 

Having a successful fundraiser is clearly more than hosting an event. BLOOM has been and 
continues to be successful because of the amazing support you all show for St. Odilia 
School! This support comes in the form of donations, but also in the form of volunteers who 
give so much of themselves to make it happen. Thank you, all, for your true generosity this 
year to make the first (and hopefully, last!) virtual BLOOM incredibly successful!  

Bloom Recap, Where is the Money Going? 

Our plan for BLOOM 2020 proceeds is to enhance our mental health and counseling pro-
grams, as well as our enrichment and reading support programs. BLOOM’s fundraising will 
help empower kids to be proactive in meeting the challenges life brings them, whether in 
the classroom, the playground, or even away from school. We will do this by providing ad-
ditional mental health specialists, curriculum for all students, and additional resources 
such as speakers for both parents and students. Also, we have additional needs for funds 
to help us equip our school, students, and teachers for a safe return to the classroom this 
fall. We also recognize that there are families who are not comfortable sending their chil-
dren back to school, and funds will be needed to help enhance our remote learning pro-
gram for those who cannot return to school in the fall. 

Faith Formation Department Mission Expansion to Include Discipleship 

You may have noticed that the titles of our Faith Formation staff have been changed to reflect a Discipleship 

and Formation element.  The department’s goal is to establish strategies to accomplish our parish goal of  

creating a culture of missionary discipleship.  We welcome all and provide opportunities for every person to 

grow in holiness and draw closer to Jesus Christ – every day and at every stage of life. The added emphasis on 

discipleship is a wider understanding of the work of formation that builds faith and leads to living as a disciple.  

We seek to provide opportunities to draw closer to Christ first by an encounter of Him, our risen, living and true 

God who speaks to us through the Church’s sacred scriptures, her life of prayer and worship, through academic 

study and by personal witness and faith sharing.  The department seeks to help each person reach his/her 

religious potential, live in a vibrant relationship with Christ, and be formed within the tradition of the Catholic 

Church in order to be sent for witness, evangelization and mission.  

Faith Formation 

This summer St. Odilia had the opportunity to hire new 
staff for the parish in catechetical efforts of forming faith 
development.  The Holy Spirit answered prayer for staff 
members who are culturally mindful with the ability to be 
bilingual in English and Spanish in order to minister to all 
members of our St. Odilia Catholic Community.  The tra-
dition of offering catechetical instruction delivered to all 
age groups in both the English and Spanish language now 
has a combined, stronger leadership and partnership 
with ministry teams serving our families, children and 
youth.  It is a consolidation of efforts uniting together to-
ward a greater unity amidst our diverse parish. 

Faith Formation Department Staffing 

Picture of Staff — L to R: 
Fr. Tim Tran, Parochial Vicar, Sandy Cortez, Linda Duerr, 

Cristian Reyes Rodriguez, Gizella Miko,  
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Faith Formation 

Summer of Sacramental Celebration; a United Effort of Staff 

 by Jill Fink, Director of Discipleship and Formation 
 

"None of us, including me, ever do great things. But we can all do small things, with great love,  
and together we can do something wonderful." – Mother Teresa.   

 
This summer staff from the Faith Formation and Worship departments came together to bring an individual small work 
of love yielding the opportunity of celebration for many.  This became the reality of the Worship and Faith Formation 
staff this past June, July and August.  Both departments welcomed new faces on staff and the challenge ahead was  
delivering safely the sacraments to youth and adults who had been prepared but delayed celebration due to COVID 
pandemic.  The team coordinated the five group Mass times for our children to celebrate First Communion, five group 
Mass times for our youth celebrating Confirmation, two gatherings for RCIC celebration for children fully received into 
the church (Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist), and three ceremonies for RCIA adults entering the church.  In total St. 
Odilia celebrated in the months of June, July and August 161 youth for confirmation, 130 children for First Communion, 
17 full reception for RCIC and three adult receptions in RCIA.  Congratulations to all who received the sacraments!  May 
God continue to pour out His most abundant grace upon you in your discipleship! 

FIRST COMMUNION Pandemic Style! 

 
Who in their wildest imagination would have ever thought that we would be  
celebrating First Communion in masks and seated three pews apart from our 
classmates and friends?!  While our celebrations of First Communion this sum-
mer certainly looked very different the heart of those celebrations remained 
the same. 
 

This summer over 100 of our younger parishioners were able to welcome Jesus 
into their hearts as they received Him in the Eucharist for the first time!  As I 
greeted each child and ushered their families to their places I became keenly 
aware of how children have the unique ability to “smile” with their eyes and 
their body language!  Their excitement filled a distanced and subdued church 
with a spiritual energy that was palpable!  Not even a pandemic could steal that 
joy away from the children!  
 

For safety reasons they needed to remain in their places and the Eucharist was 
brought to them individually.  As I observed their patient waiting to welcome 
and receive Jesus, I was struck by the fact that this patient “waiting” symbolized 
their pandemic experience of First Communion… patient waiting was an  
integral part of their preparation this year… 
culminating in their reverent waiting for Jesus 
at Communion time.  Again, for safety reasons 
no pictures could be taken in the church after 
Mass so families headed outside (God blessed 
us with beautiful weather!)  I saw many chil-

dren posing with our Blessed Mother at her shrine in our Prayer Garden.  How per-
fect!  Pope Francis has encouraged us to run to the arms of our Blessed Mother in this 
uncertain time of pandemic.  I believe Jesus was leading His children to the arms of His 
mother after filling their hearts with His love and presence in the Holy Eucharist. 
 

Yes, it was a celebration of First Eucharist like no other…   and it was beautiful! 
 

Kevin Scroggins, Second Grade Teacher St. Odilia Parish School 
Coordinator of First Reconciliation and First Eucharist 

Hannah in the Prayer Garden with our 
Blessed Mother after receiving her  

First Holy Communion. 

Henry wearing his special  
First Communion Day mask.  
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Faith Formation 
Abundant Life, Abundant Blessing  

 

The DeLisle family has much rejoicing during these pandemic 
times.  Siblings Danny, Betsy and Tom, along with their spous-
es, all welcomed the birth of their children this spring.   The 
nieces and nephew are just two months apart in age from 
each other. Siblings were very excited that their children will 
have cousins close in age with whom to grow up. The DeLisle 
siblings grew up at St. Odilia and were educated at the 
school.   Several siblings have returned to the area to start 
their families and join the parish.  When thinking of baptizing 
the children, they inquired about all three of them gathering 
together, with their extended family members, to make it a 

joyous, family baptism celebration.  On Sunday, August 9 at the 3 p.m. group baptism time, their children Lou, 
Madison, and Audrey were baptized into the faith.  St. Odilia warmly welcomes you and looks forward to the 
faith journey of the next generation of DeLisle members. 
 

Written by Jill Fink, Director of Discipleship and Formation who coordinates the Baptism Program. 

Baptism by Fire 
 by Jill Fink, Director of Discipleship and Formation 

Baptism by fire is a phrase commonly used to describe “a person or employee who is learning something the 
hard way through a challenge or difficulty. In many cases, someone who starts a new job must undergo a 
baptism by fire, meaning they must immediately deal with one or more difficult situations.” Investopedia.   
 
This statement can be accurately applied to our new Parochial Vicar, Fr Tim Tran, 
and his experience only a few weeks into being ordained a new priest and newly 
assigned at St. Odilia for presiding at the full reception Mass of 15 youth in the 
Latino community.  The liturgy welcoming members into full communion of the 
church for both youth and adults is a complicated matter which is typically cele-
brated at the Easter Vigil.  Elect are received by the church through her initiating 
sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and receiving for the first time Holy Com-
munion (Eucharist). The movements in the liturgy are complex. (There is a reason 
it is only once a year!)  
 
Add in several more elements and you have the challenge before our new associ-
ate:  logistics of celebrating with 15 families while keeping them safe due to 
COVID, incorporating the newly-revised baptismal rite language, changing the way 
to celebrate the rite to reflect the new Archdiocesan Liturgical Directives for use 
During Pandemic Times and finally translating it to the Spanish language.  Remember that Fr. Tran had only 
presided at nine Masses in his lifetime as a new priest and only one Mass at which he presided as a priest in 
Spanish.   
 
This truly was a baptism by fire moment for him in his young career, but also on the spiritual level as the Holy 
Spirit was poured out to our youth in the reception of the sacraments.  Fr. Tran not only survived this bap-
tism by fire, but has a great story to tell his fellow newly-ordained classmates.  Hopefully your time here at 
St. Odilia will not have too many more situations like this, but if they do, we know the fire of the Holy Spirit 
will empower you, Fr. Tim.   

We welcome Fr. Tim as 

our new Parochial Vicar 

at St. Odilia. 
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RCIA Candidates Received into the Church 

The Easter Vigil is well known as the Mass where the church community welcomes adults who have been  
preparing to receive the initiating sacraments.  This year we were unable to welcome our candidates due to 
the COVID pandemic.  Instead, staff worked with individual candidates to celebrate the sacraments as they 
were able and comfortable in returning safely to the church.  Catherine Anders was confirmed on Sunday, 
June 14.   Jessica Mahoney and Brett Rose became Catholic with Confirmation and Eucharist celebration on 
June 27.  Jackson Thein Tun was received and celebrated Confirmation and Eucharist on August 17. 
Congratulations to our new Catholics! 

 Jessica Mahoney and Family 
Catherine Anders and Family with 

Fr. Michael Daly 
Jackson Thein Tun with sponsor 

Mike Gferrer 

Faith Formation 

Confirmation Celebrations 

Confirmation celebration looked different this year due to 
the COVID pandemic.  The plan to be received and celebrate 
at the Cathedral for our youth was altered.  Parishes  
received word that their Pastor and Parochial Vicar would be 
given the faculties to confirm in their parishes this year due 
to no large gatherings on an Archdiocesan level.  Plans were 
made in July to celebrate with our youth during five different 
liturgies:  Sunday, July 12 and 19 at the 1:00 p.m. Mass;  
July 16, 22 and 28 at 7:00 p.m.  Fr. Rask, Fr. Tim Tran and Fr. 
Scott Carl all conferred the sacrament.  We were blest on 
Sunday, July 12, when Archbishop Hebda’s schedule allowed 
for him to come in person to preside and confirm our  
students.  May the Gifts of the Holy Spirit sealed at your 
Baptism and empowered in Confirmation be opened and 
abundantly utilized throughout your life in discipleship. 
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Faith Formation 

The Joy of Quarantine 

by Tracy Umezu, St. Odilia School Nurse 
 

Quarantine was one of the best things that happened to my family.  Before you start  
questioning the audacity of my saying such a thing, I should probably explain a little bit  
of our history and where I am coming from.  Six years ago we gave birth to our second  
beautiful baby girl who was born with a rare form of epilepsy that left her having  
thousands of seizures a day.  
 

Our world was turned upside down.  I always knew in my heart of hearts that her time 
here on earth would be limited; I just wasn’t sure how limited it would be.  When we were 
able to pull ourselves out of the depths of sadness and fear we had, we made a conscious 
decision to fill as much as her life with joy as possible.  We actually created a joy list of 
things we wanted her to experience in life.  Charlotte was in and out of the hospital the 
majority of her life, and when we were home we lived isolated because she was so sus-
ceptible to respiratory infections.  She ended up in the ICU on a ventilator more times 
than I want to remember.  So we hunkered down and limited her exposure as much as we 
could.  We changed clothes when we came in from the outside world. I lived in the base-
ment with our oldest who was in preschool and susceptible to germs. We wore masks 
when we had so much as a tickle in our throat, and we screened visitors.  
 

Despite this rigid attempt to keep her as safe as possible we were intentional in looking 
for opportunities of joy.  While it is not best practice, I called in sick several times to work 
to spend the day rocking her and singing to her.  She loved vibration, the touch of human 
skin, and her sister - any way we could give her that joy we did.  We stepped back from 
previous commitments and spent more time in as a family.  It became incredibly easy to 
say no to things we would have done otherwise to appease those around us.  She passed 
away at the age of two, and I know without a doubt that I held her as much as I possibly 
could. We gave her as much joy as humanly possible, and we as a family found an infinite 
amount of joy in so many simple and overlooked things. 
 

I essentially threw myself back into life full speed ahead six months after she died and in 
2018 when we lost our third daughter at 32 weeks, it was even more full steam ahead.  I 
became obsessed with making sure that our oldest daughter experienced as much as she could since she had missed 
out on so much, and had experienced so much sadness.  My sadness was and is always eased by doing things for oth-
ers, so I volunteered in every way possible throughout the community.  When February this year hit, I was running on 
empty.  I said yes to everything, never no.  And then came COVID and we went into lockdown.  Suddenly my calendar 
was clear.   And it was the most amazing feeling in the world.  
 

For the first time in six years I felt like I could breathe.  I recognize that this time is not all sunshine and rainbows. There 
has been a lot of hardship incurred mentally, physically, and economically. However, we chose to accept that this was 
hard for us AND that we were given the greatest blessing we could imagine.  A time to slow down, have no commit-
ments, and focus on our family.  We missed a lot of time with our oldest daughter when she was young because of be-
ing in the hospital, appointments and then grieving over the last four years for our other daughters. What a gift to be 
given this time with her where it was just the three of us.  We are pretty honest with our oldest child and so never act-
ed like this was a normal situation. If she was struggling with learning at home, we scrapped it and made things out of 
clay and resumed homework another time.  We started Friday night movie time again - a tradition that had fallen by 
the wayside with grief.  My husband and I put our phones away every Friday night now and watch a movie as a family 
snuggling on the couch.  We have played more board games than I can count.  We have learned how much we don’t 
need in this world to survive and be happy.  We taught our daughter the steadfast loyalty of God in these hard times, 
and helped her grow her faith despite being unable to be at church in person. And my husband and I spent a lot of time 
reconnecting, talking about our grief together, our hopes and dreams for the future now that our story was written a 
different way than we imagined.  I feel more in love with him than I ever thought possible. 
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This is why the quarantine was the best thing that happened to us.  True happiness is often lost in the chaos of life, and 
the commitments we make.  Opportunities for joy are often overlooked especially when life is hard and uncertain.  My 
family was reminded during this time that the fundamentals of life are simple:  God, family, and basic needs.  Coming to 
this place of freedom lifted a weight off of my shoulders, and I felt the Holy Spirit moving me more in the past six months 
than ever before - because I wasn’t covering up the little pushes with a busy schedule.  
 
Now the challenge for us is maintaining some form of this awakening as life re-opens.  We now carefully evaluate oppor-
tunities to do things. If it is not something we really want to do,  then we say no - even if it is hard.  It is an amazing thing 
to take an undistracted step back and look around at what God has given you right in your home. You already have all 
the tools to grow more deeply in faith and in love in your family.  My family is implementing mandatory quarantine for a 
week or two a couple of times a year, a time where we intentionally put the world aside and rest in the Spirit. We let 
ourselves be guided clearly into the individuals and family God created us to be.  This is a commitment that is for sure, 
but a commitment that I know will be fruitful.  During my many late night conversations with Sophie, I learned why fo-
cusing on joy, being a family, and inviting God into all we do is so important. It turns out she doesn’t remember all the 
sad and scary things that Charlotte experienced daily, nor does she remember that I almost died when Maggie died.  
What she remembers are the amazingly beautiful moments filled with joy, and how beautiful and amazing her little sis-
ters were in their short time on earth.  I hope that you too can take some time each year to block out the world, and in-
tentionally focus on the joy in front of you, the joy God has given us. We can see if we look hard enough! 

The Joy of Quarantine 
(Pg. 2) By Tracy Umezu 

Zoom Rosary  
 by Amy Strong 

Covid-19 has impacted each of us in many different ways. Sometimes it feels like 
the only thing we can do is pray.  Years ago, St. Odilia Moms Group formed a rosary 
group which met weekly in each other’s homes to pray. The busyness of life with 
young families, unfortunately, caused the rosary group to meet less and less until 
eventually not at all.  
 
Thanks to the coronavirus, we have started our rosary group again. We pray togeth-
er Friday mornings at 8:00 a.m. through the wonderful world of technology (Zoom). 
There is so much for which to be thankful in the midst of this pandemic and so 
much for which to pray. Whoever can gather connects in.  We first ask for prayer 

intentions, decide on the set of mysteries and then take turns leading the rosary.  We are all still connected 
even though we are not physically together.   
 
If you would like to start your own Zoom rosary group and need advice, or if you’d like to join our Zoom rosary 
prayer time please reach out to Jill Fink, Director of Discipleship and Formation for the meeting invitation link:  
651.415.3331 or jill.fink@stodilia.org.   

This year we are excited to welcome two school parents who will share the  

position as School Nurse. What a perfect year to have extra hands on deck in the 

health office. Please help us welcome Tracy Umezu and Katherine Pomerleau! 

They are both active members of our school community, and we are excited to 

have them working alongside us this year. 

Katherine Pomerleau 

mailto:jill.fink@stodilia.org
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My Faith Formed Mation  
 

Are you looking for something more out of your Catholic faith?  Are you looking to go beyond the Sunday 
Mass and find deeper meaning in the Liturgy or the Sacraments or both?  Do you want to go beyond your 
original Confirmation education into a new realm of understanding the Bible and the Catholic faith that it 
establishes?   Do you wish you could share the Good News with other friends in the Faith and become able 
to evangelize to others, even non-Catholics? 
 

Then it is time to get Formed.  St. Odilia has a great outlet for continuing formation of our adult ministry, 
and it is called Formed.   
 

At first, I was reluctant to give it a try as we had been having some success with our Men’s prayer group, 
which was meeting on Thursday nights and we were developing some great bonding and trust among many 
of  our members.  It had started quite organically and was loosely based on the structure of the Watchmen 
group, which many parishes in the Archdiocese have adopted to develop and enrich their adult men, but 
after a time some of the members of the group had desires to go beyond the semi-weekly meeting and dig 
farther into the foundations of our faith. 
 

So, during Lent this year, we discontinued our Men’s group and started working with Bible studies found in 
the Formed section of the St. Odilia website.  Not knowing what to expect it was a risk. W also made an ac-
commodation to invite women from the parish into our study.  What a Godsend.  We started with a study of 
the Founding Fathers of the Church (Dr Scott Hahn) and have now moved into a deeper study of the Eucha-
rist with Dr Brant Pitrie.   Our group has had a few growing pains and we had to move to Zoom meetings in 
March to mitigate the challenges of Covid 19, but I can truly say the group has flourished and even grown 
during these last few months, thanks to the efforts of Mike Gfrerer, who is the technical wizard and arrang-
es for the online meetings.   
 

If you wish to find out more, you can contact me or Mike Gfrerer. We can be reached at the emails below. If 
you want my own testimonial, you can call me direct at 612 386 3296 and I can give you my personal testi-
monial on what it has done for me, especially over this past couple months when a lot of other things have 
tried to distract us from the truth that resonates in the Bible.   
 
May God bless you in your continuing journey of faith,  
  Russ Bertsch      Mike Gfrerer 

  Russbertsch@gmail.com    mikegfrerer@gmail.com 

  612-386-3296      651-470-4638 

 October 31— November 1 Feast of All Saints 

 November 2 In Remembrance Service—7:00 p.m. 

 November 21— 22 Feast of Christ the King 

 November 26 Thanksgiving Day Mass—9:00 a.m. 

 November 28— 29 First Sunday of Advent 

Fall 2020 Worship & Community Life Events 

mailto:Russbertsch@gmail.com
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New Media Center in Church 

In March when public Mass was discontinued, we were fortunate to contract with parishioner Steve Keller 

and ProMedia Productions to immediately provide live streamlining of our Masses. We recognize the chang-

es caused by the pandemic will continue and we want to provide our live-stream Mass for those who are  

unable to attend in person. We appreciate your kind notes, emails and 

calls letting us know how these live-stream Masses have allowed you 

to stay connected with our St. Odilia community. 

With the dedicated work of our parishioner volunteers, very soon we 

will have a media center in the back of the worship space with our 

own live-streaming camera and equipment. The slide computer and 

sound board will eventually be moved to this media center as well.  

We were able to initiate this project of a media center through a gen-

erous legacy gift of a deceased parishioner. Through our Fall Festival 

"Fund a Need" and your support, we can continue this project to oper-

ate our own cameras and worship sound system to live stream our 

daily Masses, weekend Masses and other liturgies well into the future.  

Many thanks to our talented woodworkers who  
constructed the booth!  

Jerry Ruhland, Jim Lenzmeier and Rich Osman  

Our Worship Team with St. Odilia ‘BOLD’ Face Masks 

  L to R: Deacon Jim Saumweber, Mary Ruhland,  

Dave Barkhymer, Fr. Rask, Kim Albrecht and  

Fr. Tim, Parochial Vicar 

Worship and Community Life 

Kim Albrecht, Worship Director, and Dave 
Barkhymer, Music Director, (center) stand  
beside our new Centralized Media Center. 
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Virtual Fall Festival 2020 

 Nothing seems to stop a fall festival at St. Odilia. Not a construction project 

three years ago. Not COVID-19 in 2020. Since June, a core group of leaders from 
the Fall Festival leadership team decided we would go on with our plan of a Festi-
val under unusual circumstances and began organizing the first “socially distant” 
on-campus festival. By mid July we realized we needed to adapt again, as plans 
evolved into a “virtual” Festival.  
 

Please join us for a first-time ever, Fall Festival Online Auction of NEW ITEMS only 
in what would normally be our Live and Silent Auction.  Bidding starts Wednesday, 
September 9 and concludes at 3:00 pm Sunday, September 13. The cash raffle and 
quilt drawing will take place virtually on Sunday, September 13 at 3:00. 
 

Also new this year: “FUND A NEED” will be part of our online auction. As we rec-
ognize the changes caused by this pandemic will continue, we greatly value our 
ability to live-stream Mass for those who are unable to attend in person. Help us 
move to a more permanent solution of a centralized media center for our church! 
We were able to initiate this project of a media center through a generous legacy 
gift of a deceased parishioner. Your support can help us continue this project to 
operate our own cameras and worship sound system for liturgies and other 
events.  

Tune in Sunday afternoon for a virtual performance of the Backyard Band. Fire 
up the grill, bring out the beverages, don’t forget some yard games and remem-
ber to bid on the online auction items until 3:00 p.m. just as if you were in the 
gym and back parking lot of St. Odilia. You will be able to observe the cash and 
quilt raffle drawing virtually as well. 
 

We must acknowledge a few key individuals for making this 51st annual fall  
festival a success. Bob Eibensteiner secured $10,000 in raffle prize winnings and 
festival sponsors to pay for all our printing costs and worked diligently, together 
with he Knights, Men’s Club and other volunteers to deliver raffle packets to  
parishioner homes. Jerry Ruhland, Theresa Kruse and Janet Derfus, learned the 
click bid platform and made the reality of an online auction happen. Vicky 
Shipley worked with Deb Saunders and Ralph Keepers to donate the “Festival 

Flock” quilt, in honor of Pat Keppers. A special thank you to Dan Hoffman and the Fall Festival 
Donation Solicitation team for securing so many donated items from local business donors. Ja-
net Derfus and Trish Brokman as Co-chair spent many hours on making drive-by raffle pickup a 
new way of obtaining raffle packets and dropping off auction items. They promoted the festival 
in our written and online media resources. They  rallied the team from a distance with creative 
energy and new ideas. They texted, emailed, and called upon many individuals for three months 
to offer our best version of a virtual festival that included community building and fundraising. 
Last we are grateful for the office staff for their support in managing the 
behind-the-scenes of a virtual Fall Festival. 
 

Thank you to our local area businesses for their generous donations to 
the St. Odilia Fall Festival every year. Without your support, this could 

not happen! We are grateful to our parishioners who chose to embrace this new way of being in 
community with each other, and believing in a virtual Festival by supporting us with your donat-
ed items. St. Odilia is truly that special place of “Coming Home” to, year after year. We look for-
ward to seeing you next September for the 52nd Festival. Stay tuned as there may be additional 
“mini” festivals throughout the year to build upon this first-ever virtual weekend of fun.  
 
 Trish Brokman and Janet Derfus,  Fall Festival Co-Chairs 
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Pastoral Care 

ST Odilia Charity Fund: Its About More Than Money 
by Tom Kramer, Parishioner 

You should be very proud of Your Charity Fund. Over the years it has helped many people. This year with the COVID-19 
virus more people were in need. Normally your generous gifts to the Sharing Tree and green envelope are adequate to 
manage a full year of requests. This year the gift cards from the Sharing Tree ran out in March. Deacon Jim asked for 
additional help, and you, the parishioners, responded amazingly.  
 

“We try to help anyone who is God’s child, that’s everybody,” says Deacon Jim Saumweber. A typical request is for a 
family needing food, sometimes gas money to get to a job or to find a job. This particular morning a single women called 
with children age 14, 12, 7 and 5, had lost her job, was actively looking for a new one, and was waiting on a check. She 
was concerned about being evicted if she couldn’t pay the full rent.  
 

Some people need help because of health reasons like cancer or surgeries. They have depleted their money and now 
need food, or gas money  to get  to appointments or to visit and help sick family members.  Sometimes they are referred 
to the Cancer Society  for transportation expenses or are referred  to other community services. There is a “pocket  
handbook of the streets” provided by St Stephen’s Church, which Deacon Jim distributes. This lists organizations  and 
contact information for food, healthcare, legal assistance, shelter, education, employment and more. People looking for 
work are sometimes helped to find employment by a parishioner . 
 

“The most difficult part of the job is to evaluate and judge and then to say no we can not help you at this time. The  
decision makes you feel less Christian. We can’t help everyone and we cant solve everyone’s problems. We do what  
we can.” 

How does the charity fund help beyond money?  
 

“We want to help keep body and soul  together. We also focus on the soul.  We want them to know  that we, as a com-
munity, are praying  for  them,  that we  support  them spiritually. We have invited people to become members of the 
church and to let God back into their lives. We hope the spiritual aspect will also have a significant effect just like  the 
financial aid helps with the daily challenges of someone in need. We want  them to have  a good  relationship with  
God.”     
Each person is asked if he or she would like to pray  together and most people respond yes, even when talking over the 
phone.   When praying they receive strength  and courage  to move forward. They are not alone. Sometimes when  
praying together the people and Deacon Jim  are brought  to tears. Prayers can be a powerful message.    
 

We do get thank you cards sometimes. In one particular case, two or three, we helped a women in need and who was 
also looking for employment. Once working she  made a substantial financial contribution back to the Charity Fund. 

Whenever you did it for any of my people you did it for me. 
 

From Deacon Jim to all parishioners: 
“I am honored and privileged to be part of  this community because you are so generous and have enabled us to help 
thousands of people who are in difficult situations.  Thank You.”  

As We Wait To Congregate Again – Some Things We Can Still Do 
For Others 

 

“Good Friends Are Like Quilts – They Age With You, Yet Never Lose Their Warmth” 

We can share our gifts with loving generosity.  Kind and loving words and deeds touch us deeply, a smile or heartfelt 

greeting generates joy. We can express our love in many ways such as texting, telephoning, facetiming, mailing a letter 

or a greeting card, being a compassionate listener, baking or cooking something special for others, being a beacon of 

hope to those in pain or suffering.  When we do these things, let us keep in mind the words of St. Paul, that perfect gifts 

are nothing without love.  Mother Theresa understood this well and often said, “Do small things with great love.” 
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Thank You St. Odilia Parishioners! 

“We are so grateful to the Catholic Community Of St Odilia for the very generous donation of 
$3,000!  Thank you!  Your donation will help provide thousands of meals to help to feed chil-
dren, seniors, families and individuals in need.  What an incredible gift to the communi-
ty!  We truly appreciate your support during this time.  Hunger is growing exponentially. The state's food shelves are see-
ing double—and often triple—the demand of a short few months ago.  At the same time, food is more difficult to 
source.  We are now facing levels of hunger not seen since the Great Depression, leaving 1 in 8 Minnesotans, including 1 
in 5 kids, unsure of where their next meal will come from.  With the help of generous partners like the Catholic Communi-
ty Of St Odilia, we are able to do more.  I’ve attached our current Community Report to show you how your donation is 
already changing lives.  Please, let me know if you have any questions or if you’d like to talk and learn more.  Thank you 
for all you do in our community!  Be well.  With gratefulness, 
   ~ Heidi Yankovec, Development Officer, Second Harvest Heartland 

The St. Odilia Charity Fund has traditionally provided resources for parishioners and community members who require 
help due to job loss, homelessness, illness, or other personal crisis. This year the importance of this fund has taken on 
additional meaning due to the challenges of the Covid-19 Pandemic and the recent civil unrest. THANK YOU to many of 
you who have been able to respond to our call in recent months to support the Charity Fund. Through recommendations 
from The Pastoral Care Council and the direction of Deacon Jim Saumweber, donations were made to the following minis-
try partners; 
 

 $2,000.00  Listening House of St. Paul - To fund floor replacement & new shower installation 
 $2,000.00  St. Vincent DePaul Thrift Store – Help to rebuild after civil unrest 
 $7,500.00  Neighbors in Need (MCRF) – Support individuals & families experiencing need as result of the current crises 
 $3,000.00  Common Hope – Education & food for youth and adults in Guatemala 
 $3,000.00  Feed My Starving Children – Package foods due to Pandemic 
 $3,000.00  Open Arms – For delivery of medically-tailored meals to the critically ill 
 $3,000.00  Second Harvest Heartland – Food for families in need due to the Pandemic 
 

$9,033 was contributed for meal support to Dorothy Day, Catholic Charities, and Sharing and Caring Hands and an  
additional $3,427 was distributed to provide direct emergency assistance to individuals within our St. Odilia community.  
In addition to the support from our parishioners, we also received a $10,000 grant from the Minnesota Catholic Relief 
Fund that provided monetary support to 22 families who may be undocumented or otherwise under-served and in-need 
due to the recent crises. Your continued support of the Charity Fund allows St. Odilia to be able to respond to these un-
precedented needs while continuing to respond to ongoing needs of the most vulnerable people in our community.  

Thank you for helping to feed and care for our neighbors. 
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News from the Council of Catholic Women 

Like everyone else, The Council of Catholic Women had a short season due to Covid-19. Our Spring Bake/Craft Sale and 

the May Jewelry Sale planned for this year were cancelled, along with our season ending Mass, meeting and potluck 

planned for May 6, 2020. However, the good news is we were able to hold two sales before Covid-19. A Jewelry / Craft 

Sale was held in October and our annual Christmas 

Bake / Craft Sale was held in December (pictured 

right).  We are grateful to everyone who supported 

us in any capacity.  Thanks to you most of our  

proceeds are returned to the parish and our  

community at the end of the season.  We are 

proud to say that with these two sales CCW was 

still able to donate to St. Odilia, community, and several Missions!  Donations are as follows: 

 St. Odilia Church  $6,950.00 
 Boy Scouts   $150.00 
 Joseph’s Coat   $100.00 
 Little Sisters of The Poor $200.00 
 Madonna Plan   $1,000.00 
 Our Lady of Peace  $150.00 
 Susquehanna   $200.00 
     $8,750.00 
 

In addition to the monetary donations, the CCW Crafters have donated 289 items such as knitted caps, mittens, winter 

scarves, baby booties, along with quilts, blankets, slumber sacks and many fleece and crocheted items to Joseph’s Coat, 

Listening House, Fairview Community Center, Appalachia, Ralph Reader, St. Paul Deanery, Estates at Lake Ridge and 

Birthright.  The season may have been cut short but, we were able to continue to give to those in need!!  We appreciate 

your support in making this possible. Many of you have also been sewing masks and have donated to many places in 

need.  We are grateful to the sewers who are supporting areas during this pandemic. This upcoming season is still uncer-

tain regarding what we will be able to do. We will work with any changes, and will communicate as things evolve for 

congregating. You can still drop off jewelry and small items only - please put them in the yellow jewelry box in the  

Courtyard.     

Catholic Charities/Dorothy Day volunteer needs 

We at St. Odilia have been serving meals at Dorothy Day in St. Paul for many years. With Covid, we are still donating 
money the first Thursday of each month to feed those in need.  We will resume serving as a group, hopefully , soon! 

If you would like to volunteer in the meantime, there are many ways to help. Many facilities are still serving meals.  For 
those guests who have housing at Dorothy Day, bagged meals are delivered by their staff.  You can help put together 
these bagged meals at the St. Paul distribution center on Chester Street. If Covid is a concern, this is a very safe oppor-
tunity. You are distanced with four to six people loading the packaged food into bags.  The greatest need is for direct 
food service at St. Paul, Minneapolis and Maplewood.  Three meals a day are served.  Everyone is masked and there are 
barriers between you and the guests.  There are prep and other options available, too.  

If you have any interest or questions, please feel free to call me at 651-338-4840 or check the Catholic Charities site at 
cctwincities.volunteerhub.com.  Thank you, the need is still great!  ~MaryJo Mahowald 
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A Blessed Milestone Birthday! 

“I just got busy and it happened,” said Marian Wocken.  On July 
10, 2020, Marian celebrated her 100th birthday surrounded by 
family and friends at her Shoreview home.  (Yes, there was social 
distancing!)  This party was a surprise for Marian. 
 
Her daughter Joan decorated the yard for the event and 100 fire-
crackers kicked off the festivities.  In addition to her surprise par-
ty, WCCO featured a birthday wish for her and there is a great 
article in the July 21,2020, Shoreview Press and on Press Publica-
tion website. 
 
Marian has been a long time Shoreview resident (since 1963) as 
well as a member of St. Odilia and CCW!  Marion volunteered for 
many of our sales/events over the years and was an active mem-
ber of the parish.  She was also active in her community.  In an 
article published on July 21, 2020, in the Shoreview Press, Marian 
commented that she contributes the longevity of her life to her 
close-knit family and involvement in community.   
“Stay active. Plenty of prayer. Good health and good family” are 
Marian’s secret to a long life.  

 
Congratulations Marian on your 100th birthday!  What a blessed milestone to have celebrated this summer.    
As a final comment, Marian’s word to the wise:  “The first 100 years are the hardest.” 

Marian Wocken brought out her drumsticks from her 

high school days, when she played the snare drum in 

the Cathedral High School (St. Cloud) drum corps, to 

play “Minnesota Rouser” on her breadboard during her 

100th birthday celebration. 

The Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women has had a Christmas  
Mission Project for over 40 years and the Archdiocese of St. Paul and 
Minneapolis has been involved.  This Mission Project was started by Fr. 
T. Hoppenjans.  He is known as Fr. Hopp.  St. Odilia CCW will be part of 
this Mission again this year. 
 
A semi donated by Terminal Transport of Roseville is filled with boxes of 
these new unwrapped Christmas gifts and are donated to four different 
parishes in Kentucky. Each parish serves over 500 youth plus families, 
the elderly and other programs in their area.  They service all ages from 
infants through elderly. The need is great and people are so grateful for 
the generous giving. These donations serve a very poor area. 
 
This year the “shoe box” with age appropriate items will not be done. All those donations will be placed into the larger 
shipping cartons provided to us.  Donations that would have been put into a shoebox are still needed. 
 
A complete list of items will be available soon and there will be a timeframe in which these donations can be 
dropped off at the church.  All gifts must be new items only!!  No canned goods or food items. Shampoo, lotion and 
toiletries must be put into a zip lock bag.  Hard Candy and Nuts should be boxed separately and sealed to keep mois-
ture out. No chocolate or items that melt. No violent toys or guns.  Many coats and blankets are used in cold temps 
and are very much in need for all ages.  

2020 Appalachia Christmas Project 
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Come Visit the Prayer Garden!  

Thirty-seven volunteers who maintain the parish Prayer 

Garden (cemetery) welcome you to visit their work. Our 

Prayer Garden is located on the west side of our property 

and the west entrance road divides the north and south 

sections.  Our three columbaria with 440 niches available 

for those choosing cremation are located in the south section on a cement plaza with a paved walkway lead-

ing to them. A large statue of Mary on the southwest corner of the Prayer Garden overlooks our entire cam-

pus. Many people sit on one of the several benches in prayer or to share stories about a loved one.  A memo-

rial wall in the south section lists names of people 

who are interred elsewhere. In addition there are 

over 300 earth burial spots as well, in both sec-

tions.  Our dedicated volunteers have spent time 

refreshing mulch, planting, weeding, mowing and 

tending to the many, many flowers throughout.  On the north 

side of the Prayer Garden are three award-winning rain gar-

dens. We invite you to visit from your car -- or walk throughout 

the Prayer Garden (socially distanced of course) and experi-

ence this holy, beautiful, peaceful place at St. Odilia.  For fur-

ther information about the Prayer Garden, please contact 

Lynne Schriver-Sheedy (H: 952.207.1285 or C: 651.307.5315) 

or www.stodilia.org under the "Our Parish" tab.  

“Growing Through Loss” Grief Support Series 

 In this time of social distancing, wearing masks and isolating ourselves, when a loss or the death of 
a loved one occurs in our lives, it can change the way we grieve. Our more common rituals, that 
can provide comfort and support are altered. Because of these unusual and difficult circumstances 
we are planning on holding the fall Growing Through Loss series at Incarnation Lutheran Church 
4880 Hodgson Road, Shoreview. The Thursday night series will begin September 10, at 6:45 p.m. 
and run through October 15. We feel this grief support ministry is very much needed at this time. 
All entering the building must wear a mask and maintain the six feet apart physical distancing. If you are in 
need of this support please consider attending this Thursday evening series.  
To receive updated information visit www.growingthroughloss.org or call Deacon Jim at 651-415-3354.  

St. Odilia Prayer Garden 

http://www.stodilia.org
http://www.growingthroughloss.org
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We remember and pray for those who have gone before us. 

Pat (Patricia) J. Keppers  April 29, 1932 – February 19, 2020 

Born in Afton, Minnesota, Pat was the daughter of Wilfred and Hazel (Pennington) Billy.  
She was the fifth child of nine siblings.  Pat grew up in White Bear Lake, graduated from 
White Bear Lake High School in 1950.  She met the love of her life, Ralph Keppers, while 
roller-skating in White Bear Lake and they were married on October 10, 1950.   
 
Ralph and Pat built and moved into their home in Shoreview in 1953 and he continues to 
live there to this day.  They raised seven children while enjoying gardening, canning, 
sewing, traveling and crafts. 
 
Pat was a founding member and pillar of St. Odilia.  She was a member of the CCW and 
was involved with crafts, jewelry sales, bake sales, fall festivals, quilting and many other 
committees.  With their ample garden produce, Pat, along with Ralph, was known for her 
hundreds of homemade jars of dill pickles sold at the fall festivals, along with jars of their 
homemade horseradish at bake sales. 
 
Although her health had been declining in recent years, with the support of Ralph and 
her children, she was able to remain at home.  She is survived by Ralph, her loving hus-
band of nearly 70 years, six children, Deborah (Tony) Sanders, Mary Lynn Riesch, Kathleen (Patrick) Kelly, Andrew, Paula 
Gallagher, Anna Lund, daughter-in-law Judith Keppers, eight grandchildren, and five great-grandchildren.  She was pre-
ceded in death by her parents and son Kenneth. 
 
Pat leaves behind a wonderful legacy of commitment, love and service to her family, friends, church and community. 

Arlene Margaret Topp  February 10, 1936– June 25, 2020 

Arlene Margaret Topp was born February 10, 1936 in the town of Eden Valley, MN. She 
was the youngest of six boys, who along with her parents welcomed her into heaven on 
June 25, 2020. In her 84 years with us she brought an immense amount of joy and love to 
all she met. She married the love of her life in August of 1959 after just meeting him the 
year before. Together they welcomed three beautiful daughters. The family resided in 
Roseville, MN for the coming years. Along with those three daughters came 13 adoring 
grandchildren and seven great grandchildren.  
 
Arlene could be found at the center of every family event; she loved playing cards and 
coined the name the queen of hearts with her family. Arlene and her husband Vern 
clocked hundreds of hours driving all around the country and to almost every casino on 
the way. Arlene ran a day care out of their house for 30 + years, giving parents and their 
children a place where they felt at home. Along with the 13 biological grandchildren, she 
acquired many more through her day care, she was everyone’s Grandma Arlene. The past 
two months without her have been sad, lonely and full of missing her. We are all beyond 
grateful for the time we shared and the memories made with her. Arlene touched every 
life she came across, and that memory of her will never fade. Her family, and friends will 
forever have the most beautiful guardian angel watching over us.  
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We remember and pray for those who have gone before us. 

Kathleen Therese Shearon      April 12, 1938 - March 22, 2020  

Kathleen was born and reared in North Minneapolis, the youngest of the six Brandes 
children. She attended St. Bridget Elementary School, St. Anthony High School, and 
then received her bachelor’s degree in elementary education from the College of Saint 
Catherine. Her teaching career was cut short to marry and start a family with her hus-
band, Larry, in 1961. They bought a home in Roseville where they lived almost 60 
years, rearing five children: Monica, Will, Gina, David, and Laura. Kathleen was a loving 
wife and mother who devoted herself to God, her family, and her community.  
 

As an early member of St. Odilia Parish, Kathleen found countless ways to share her 
talents with both the parish and the school for almost sixty years. Parish board mem-
ber, RCIA volunteer, and pre-mariage counselor just scratche the surface of her in-
volvement. Substitute teaching was a role she particularly savored while her own chil-
dren attended St. Odilia School. This parish was Kathleen’s home away from home, 
filled with warm friendships and limitless opportunities to share and express her faith.  
 

Kathleen always believed she was the luckiest person in the whole world. She was 
blessed with good health, great relationships, and she managed life with relative ease. 

She lived her life exactly as she wanted. Kathleen was an outgoing woman who really loved people. She was playful and 
fun, charming others with her witty conversation. She constantly threw parties to celebrate life’s events. The steady 
stream of people that flowed through her home brought her immense joy.  

Natalie Nogai Hay    March 26, 1967– February 5, 2020 

Natalie completed her earthly journey unexpectedly February 5, 2020.   
Natalie lived in Shoreview and was a lifelong member of St. Odilia. She is survived by her 
three children Rylie, age 24, Nina, age 23, and Griffin age 17 as well as her Mother, Mari-
lyn Nogai, brothers Tyler and Carver, cousins, nieces and nephews.  All her children are 
graduates of St. Odilia School.  Natalie died of natural causes following a recent stroke. 

A celebration of life and Christian burial was February 18 at St. Odilia Church where Fr. 
Rask gave an uplifting life history summation and heart felt eulogies were given  by her 
son, Griffin, and her Mother, Marilyn, focusing on Natalie’s signature traits of her conta-
gious smile, huge heart and her many God given talents, abilities and honors.  Her three 
children paid tribute to their beloved Mother with readings and a heart felt eulogy.  Na-
talie will be remembered from her work at her parent’s business, Arthur’s, her creativity, 
her leadership in school as well as work, serving on the Board of Children’s Hospital 
often speaking at their fundraisers, her fashionista style and most of all her kindness.  As 
one of her former classmates wrote:  “Her friends from high school have been telling 
stories for the last week of her kindness, humor, intelligence, and just plain fun to be 
around…..her abilities in our school plays and projects.  I honestly have no memories of 
her without a smile.  She was a super-star in high school, and the one thing that stands out in the midst of her super star-
dom is that she was still SO NICE to everyone.”  Natalie and her mother had started on a project at the beginning of Janu-
ary to read the entire Bible reading it daily to each other followed by discussion; they only completed the Gospels of Mark 
and Luke when unexpectedly God chose to call her home. 

Our family has shed tears because she is gone, but we are going to smile because she has lived and touched our lives as we 
continue to cherish her memory and let it live on in our hearts. 
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We remember and pray for those who have gone before us. 

Delphine White    March 9, 1923—April 24, 2020 

Delphine Frances Kummer White, age 97, passed on April 24, 2020 at 7:40 am, at New Brighton 
Care Center, New Brighton, MN where she lived 2 years prior to her passing. 

Delphine was born March 9, 1923 in Cold Spring, MN, to Henry and Frances Kummer. She had 3 
brothers and 1 sister, Vivian, Warren, Raymond and Lloyd Kummer. Delphine’s Mother passed 
away before she was 2 years old. She was raised by her Dad and Stepmother Susen, and she 
gained 4 more 1/2 siblings, 1 girl and 3 boys, Thelma, Richard, Jerry and Tom Kummer. 

Delphine left home on her 18th birthday and moved to the Twin Cities where she met her future 
husband John J White Jr. Delphine and John were united in marriage on March 22, 1943. John 

had enlisted in the Coast Guard in April of 1941, but because WWII was escalating, he was pushed into the Army and off 
to war in 1944. While John was in the military, Delphine worked at the Rayette Company making perms. She later went 
and worked for Pearson's Nut Co. making 7-up bars. John and Delphine eventually had 4 girls and 3 boys in a 23-year 
span. Jacqueline Frances (Steve), Gail Cassandra (deceased) (George), Cherie Ann (Kenny), Kevin John (Cheryl, deceased), 
Tedric Mathew (Mary), Michele Marie (Robert) and John Thomas (Stacey). 

Delphine worked many small jobs while raising her children. While living in the cities she did cereal box tops and cigarette
-bottom mail-order prizes and then later went on to selling Avon, which allowed her to make wonderful holidays for all. 
Once the family moved Shoreview, she continued to sell Avon and became a certified bowling instructor. Her favorite be-
ing teaching little children. She made a little money with that and traveled in bowling leagues. She played golf with her 
husband and her family recreationally for a few years. Delphine and John loved to dance, and they hosted Arthur Murray 
dance parties for their friends at their home. For a few years, Delphine took a job in production at Sales Marketing where 
her husband also worked as a commercial artist. She worked there until she spent full-time taking care of John who be-
came ill.  

Delphine loved her neighbors and they loved her. There were many great neighborhood gatherings through the years 
with continuing friendships. She loved to cook and had a "green thumb". She made many dear friends at St. Odilia Catho-
lic Church and was active as a Stephen Minister, playing the bells and baking for special occasions. One year she proudly 
played a role in the church's musical "Joseph's Technicolor Dream-Coat". She enjoyed attending stage shows especially 
musicals. Delphine loved to travel bravely alone, and she was an excellent driver. Her friends liked to take her along on 
trips because she was a fun companion on the road. One of her favorite trips was with the neighbors for a month out 
west.  

She is survived by her 7 children, her 22 grandchildren, her 29 great-grandchildren and her 8 great-great-grandchildren. 
She’s preceded in death by her husband John Joseph White, her special daughter Gail 
Cassandra Borchert, and many friends and relatives. She is missed dearly but knowing 
she is pain free and dancing away the days in heaven makes it a little easier. 

Bernard Suchy, age 92 of Roseville passed away in February. He and his wife of 62 
years, Eleanor, were founding members of St. Odilia parish and sent their six chil-
dren to St. Odilia school.  
Bernard was always at least 15 minutes early for Sunday Mass and served as an 
usher for many years. He is deeply missed by his surviving brother, sister, five 
children, 17 grandchildren, and 2 great grandchildren. 

Bernard Suchy   April 28, 1927—February 2, 2020 
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We remember and pray for those who have gone before us. 

Patricia Shelland    February 11, 1934—March 22, 2020 

Pat lived in Minneapolis all her life, raised her family there and was a city girl at heart.  She 
loved the changing MN seasons, picnics, tomatoes, gardening, the state fair, and the great out-
doors.  She loved “fresh air” and much preferred open windows to air conditioning!  She loved 
all the holidays, especially Christmas.  She took pride in her home, loved throwing a party and 
was a great hostess and chef.  She set a lovely table and had a penchant for fine china and dish-
es.  Pat was highly organized and efficient and was exquisitely dedicated to sending greeting 
cards and thank you notes.  She loved music and singing, especially in church.  Pat loved to go 
shopping, talking on the phone and catching up on all the latest news, ever the optimist and 
willing to try something new.  She was always on the go and once said a bad day was if she had 
an empty social schedule.  She loved pets and always agreed to dog sitting! 
 

Pat loved watching all kinds of sports and attended nearly every competition her kids and 
grandkids were in.  She had a keen eye for detail and believed in the value of education, loved 
to read, and encouraged everyone to take part in arts & crafts, music, and sports.   Pat delighted 

in taking road trips near and far, to visit friends or family or just to see the sights, and with her husband John, drove all over 
the country and travelled the world (Israel, Italy, Turkey, Greece, Scandinavia, Europe, Canada, & Alaska), spending several 
winters in Las Cruces, New Mexico.  She always brought back gifts, all manner of books and knick knacks from her many 
travels.  

(Contributed by granddaughter, Amanda Schmitz):  Grandma made sure to instill her many life lessons in her grandchil-
dren. From showing her love of travelling, to explaining the importance of a well-planned holiday dinner, Grandma knew 
how to keep life exciting. She would keep the daily crossword in the newspaper always on hand to make sure they were 
learning new things and kept a spare bedroom at her house, clean and ready for anytime a grandchild came over. Grandma 
taught the importance of doing small things for the people you love, and most importantly, how vital it is to always have 
ice cream in the freezer.  Pat was devoted to her church, family and friends, and her community.  She is dearly loved and 
missed by family and friends alike.  

Katherine Destito Santanni   March 26, 1925—May 6, 2020 

Kathleen Destito Santanni grew up in the St. Paul area and was the daughter of 

Italian immigrants in a modest home during the depression. She liked going to 

school, attending college and especially fashion. 

She met her husband Dan at the Prom Ballroom in St. Paul. After marriage and 

raising two boys, she followed her dream of travel. Kathey would travel all over 

the world, she had many satisfied clients and would frequently travel with them. 

Going on the Alaskan Cruises’ were her favorite. Along with her love for cruising, 

she also found time to work part time at the Oval Room at Dayton’s where her 

love for fashion stood out. She was always dressed to the 10’s!  

She was a wonderful mother, grandmother and great grandmother. Her zest for 

family has been instilled in all of us and she is deeply missed as she was the matri-

arch of the Santanni family. Kathey loved people, she had many friends and her 

strong Catholic faith was always prevalent. We miss her true spirit of love. 

~ The Santanni Family 
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We remember and pray for those who have gone before us. 

Tom Claseman   January 22, 1934—May 20, 2020 

Tom was born and raised in Rapid City, SD, where he attended Cathedral elementary and 
high school.  After completing his education there, he came to St. Paul to attend St. Thom-
as College and work on his teaching degree.  His education was interrupted by a draft no-
tice, so he joined the Navy and spent nearly two years in Japan. 
 

Upon completing his tour of duty, Tom returned to St. Thomas to complete his education.  
After graduating, he obtained a teaching job in Albert Lea, MN, where he met his wife, 
Anne.  They spent five years in Albert Lea and then moved to the Twin Cities where Tom 
obtained a job in the Mounds View school system.  He started at Highview Middle School 
and also taught at Irondale and Mounds View High Schools.  He was much admired and 
loved by teachers and students. 
 

Upon retiring in 1993, Tom continued his love of education by substituting at both high 
schools.  In addition, Tom made it his mission to write a book of his family tree.  He found 
some interesting twists in the family – especially after he and his sister went to Germany 
to visit relatives and learn more about the family. 
 

Tom and Anne joined St. Odilia when they moved to Shoreview in 1971, and their daughters attended St. Odilia School.  
Tom served on the school council and building commission with the church, and was a long-time communion minister and 
Eucharist coordinator. 
 

As our daughters, Tracy and Mary Jo, were growing up, Tom enjoyed planning road rips – especially to the west.  Of 
course, we always made a stop in Rapid City and the Black Hills.  The years passed and the girls grew up so those trips end-
ed and Tom and Anne did a lot more extensive traveling.  They enjoyed cruises and tours to some rather unique places, 
including six of the seven continents. 
 

On May 21, 2020, Tom lost his battle with Lewy Body Dementia/Parkinson’s disease.  He is missed very much by his family 
and friends. 

Monica entered her new life with Christ on February 23, 2020, after a battle with  
Parkinson’s disease and then suffering a stroke on January 30, 2020.  She was surrounded 
by her family as she peacefully passed.  

She was a loving wife of 62 years to her dear husband, Telly, mother of 5 children,  
grandmother to 13 and great grandmother to 11.  Monica loved to travel in her early 
years, she loved to bake and then after Telly retired they traveled to Arizona for 6 months 
every year.  

Never complaining, always showing courage through her health challenges, we all  
witnessed her strength of character and her continued love for her family.  She was a 
true fighter, with a never say “QUIT” attitude.  

She is truly missed by all, but we find comfort in the fact that she is with her Savior, now 
whole again!  

We love you!  

Monica Lurene Deters  August 31, 1935 – February 23, 2020  
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We remember and pray for those who have gone before us. 

David Vanneste  August 20, 1962—February 16 2020 

It’s been six months since the death of my father and while they say time heals, we’re all still acutely feeling the loss of 
our father, brother, son, and friend. Looking back on David’s life he was a pillar in the 
community with a magnetic personality, he knew someone everywhere we went. We’re 
beyond grateful that in his last days and weeks so many people were able to gather 
around him to reminisce and lift him up with love.  
He struggled privately with a disease of the mind and heart which ultimately stole his life 
many years prematurely. But the theft of time cannot erase our memories and the im-
pact he had on those around him. He was passionate about his community and his hob-
bies. He shared his talents with St. Odilia’s in support of the Fall Festival, Stewardship 
Committee, and the School for many years. He was an avid golfer and spent countless 
hours on the course bringing home tournament trophies and even a hole in one.  
He embodied a work-hard, play-hard mentality. Winning many accolades as a realtor at 
Edina Realty for more than 30 years. His family and friends are most acutely feeling his absence this summer, his favorite 
season to enjoy the outdoors. He cherished long days on the lake, driving endless tube rides, and putting on our annual 
epic 4th of July boat parade floats. He could be found perfecting his lawn or taking a drive with the top down in his con-
vertible on summer days. He knew how to turn off work and enjoy life which is something we’re all embracing now dur-
ing the pandemic. 
David’s greatest legacy is not his Real estate career or his golf handicap – it’s his children. He empowered all five of his 
girls to dream big and supported our every passion from hours at the pool, gym, and show choir competition he was al-
ways our #1 fan. We truly miss his bright smiles, tight hugs, and his goodbye mantra: “Be good or good at it!” 

Judith Annette Heimerman   March 2, 1955—August 4, 2020 
 

Judy was born and raised in Hastings, MN, the third of thirteen children.  She attended 
Guardian Angels Grade School in Hastings, Archbishop Brady High School in West St. Paul, 
and the College of St. Catherine in St. Paul, where she earned her B.A. in Music Education in 
1977.  She and her husband Tom were married that summer, and Judy started her eight-year 
tenure as band director at Our Lady of Grace School, in Edina.  They raised three sons and a 
daughter (John Joe, Mary and Tony), first in Maple Grove, MN and later in Shoreview, to 
which they moved in 1989, joining St. Odilia and sending all four children through its school. 
 

Judy was the face of the funeral luncheon ministry at St. Odilia’s, heading it up for many 
years, until her unexpected and sudden death.  She was the compassionate go-between for 
the bereaved families, the church, the caterers and her beloved crew of volunteers, whom 
she called the “funeral lunch ladies.”  In addition to being a great manager of what often is, 

by definition, a frantic endeavor, Judy was the most kind and sympathetic person, a wonderful listener, providing solace 
to families and, often, to her volunteers.  And she loved feeding people too! 
 

Judy had many passions in life.  She was a woman of deep faith, and was a devoted wife, mother and grandmother.  She 
was a talented and prolific producer of cross-stitch, crochet and other crafts.  Judy played French horn for many years in 
community bands, theater pits and her own brass quintet.  She loved being Grandma Judy, both to her three grandchil-
dren and to a group of rescued street chidren via the Saved by Music Foundation in Mbale, Uganda.   
 

Judy was greatly enjoying life with her husband as they traveled, golfed, boated, made and listened to music, spent time 
at their lake place up north, amused each other, and lived life as best friends. She had a great capacity to love and enjoy, 
a wonderful sense of humor and an infectious laugh, and an honest, endearing and affirming manner with everyone she 
knew. 
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YOU CAN HELP US TO REDUCE MAILING COSTS! 

Each winter, we have many pieces of mail returned from the post office for individuals who were “temporarily away”.  Each returned piece 

of mail costs St. Odilia first class postage rates even if it is mailed as third class mail.  If you have plans to be away for longer that one 

week during the colder months in Minnesota, please take a few minutes to complete the form below and drop it into the collection basket 

or mail it to: 

St. Odilia Parish Center Office 

3495 N. Victoria St. 

Shoreview, MN 55126 

***Or you can e-mail this information to: bulletin@stodilia.org*** 

DO YOU HAVE PLANS TO BE AWAY???   

Please select one option and provide your name and address information: 

A) Please do not forward my mail ___________  

Date leaving Minnesota: ___________  Date back in Minnesota: ___________ 

 

B) Please forward my mail ___________ 

Date leaving Minnesota: ___________  Date back in Minnesota: ___________ 

Name:___________________________________ Env. #________ 

Current Address: ________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: _________________________________________ 

Evelyn Crowley 
 
Eric and Nancy Anton 
 Reese Anton 
 
Porfirio and Louise Rasgado 
 Adan  Porfirio Rasgado  
 
Andy and Stacey Verville 
 Danil Verville 
 
Josh Lampi and Christine Lange 
 Noelle Roncari 
 Sienna Roncali 
 Eleanor Lampi 
 
Elizabeth Russell 
 
Jim and Gayle Vieau 
 
Don and Sarah Vieau 
 
Eugene Kelly 
 

Sandra Fernandez DeLaCruz  
 James Fernandez 
  
Brad and Diana Hubbard 
 McKenzie Hubbard 
 
Michael Larson 
 
Mike Rasmussen 
 
Robert and Helga Newcomb 
  
Francoise Denis 
 
Juan and Kassandra Valdovinos 
 Isabella Valdovinos 
 Yamilet Valdovinos 
 
Heriberto Moran and Sonia Flores 
 Brianna Moran-Flores 
 Adrian Moran-Flores  
 Mateo Moran-Flores 
 Grecia Moran-Flores 
  

Taylor and Susan Cox 
 Terese Cox 
 Campbell Cox 
 
Adelmir and Maricela Alvarez 
 Maximiliano Alverez-Hernandez 
 Arianna Alverez-Hernandez 
 
Russ and Allie Gervais 
 Gemma Gervais 
 
Brady and Karissa Miller 
 Zara Miller 
 
Ryan and Sarah Widuch 
 Carter Widuch 
 
Jason and Heidi Vanderbrink 
 Grace Vanderbrink 
 
Juan and Zuleyma Galvan 
 Viviana Galvan-Chavez 
 Pablo Galvan-Chavez 
 Andrea Galvan-Chavez 

Welcome New Parishioners! 
March 2020 — August 2020 
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Are You Moving? 
If you are moving we would like to know so we can keep our records current and our postage costs down. 

Please fill out the form below and return it by dropping it into the collection basket at any Mass, or by 

mailing it to:  St. Odilia Parish Center Office, 3495 N. Victoria, Shoreview, MN 55126 

Name: _______________________________________________________  Env. #: _______________  

Old Address: __________________________________  City, State, Zip:  ________________________  

New Address:  _________________________________  City, State, Zip:  ________________________  

Email Address:  __________________________________________ 

New Phone (Include area code):  _________________  Effective Date:   ________________________  

I/We will be staying in the parish: Y  ______  N  ________  

Newsletter Team: 
Amy Etten, Mary Holmes and staff 

consultants. 

Corporate Board Members: 
Most Rev. Bernard A. Hebda, Archbishop         651-291-4400 

Very Rev. Charles Lachowitzer, Vicar General  651-291-4430 

Rev. Phillip Rask, Vice President                                      651-484-6681 

Greg Gerlach, Trustee Treasurer   

Mary Nussbaum, Trustee Secretary 
The St. Odilia Messenger is a publica-

tion of the Catholic Community of St. 

Odilia, 3495 North Victoria, Shoreview, 

Minnesota, 55126.  Each issue is distrib-

uted to registered parishioners.   

To receive a copy, register by calling 

651-484-6681. 

The NEXT Newsletter Deadline: Please submit articles for the WINTER issue of The Messenger 

by Wednesday, November 11, 2020. They may be sent by email to messenger@stodilia.org or dropped at 

the parish office.  Electronic submissions are appreciated.  Pictures (jpg files) are welcome but please  

describe each photo with caption text if possible. 

St. Odilia Parish Phone Numbers: 
Parish Office         651-484-6681 

Parish Office Fax        651-484-0780 

School Office         651-484-3364 

Faith Formation Office       651-415-3329 

Faith Formation/Latino Ministry Fax     651-415-3321 

VISION AND MISSION 

VISION  
To joyfully live the Gospel by knowing, loving, and serving God and one another. 
 

MISSION  
We are a Catholic community of faith that welcomes every person to grow in holiness and draw 
closer to Jesus Christ through… 

 Worship and Evangelization 

 Faith Formation and Education 

 Works of Charity and Justice 
… every day and at every stage of life.  
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Fall 2020 Worship Schedule for St. Odilia 

Saturday 
Word Communion Service— 8:00 am 
5:00 p.m. Mass 

Sunday 
9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. Mass  
(11:00 a.m. Mass is also live-streamed) 
1:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish 
(1:00 p.m. Mass is also live-streamed) 

Weekday Liturgies  
Monday - Friday, 7:30 a.m. Mass 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Mondays (year round) 
1:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. in the chapel 
 

First Fridays (year round) 
8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. in the church;  
after Morning Mass 
 

First Fridays (September through April) 
11:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m. in the chapel 


